Drugs and Iran after the Islamic revolution: prophesying the next quarter century.
Prior to the Islamic revolution of 1979, research on Iran's long-standing drug use patterns had begun in clinic settings, but there were few data available on countrywide use. Opium, the traditional drug used in social settings and produced in quantity in the east of the country, was the first target of fierce antidrug measures in 1979. The course of future drug cultivation, use, treatment and, therefore, research needed on the drug problem is closely linked to political developments in Iran. Much will depend on whether Iran maintains an independent stance or rejoins the international agencies' efforts.